
N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 2
I C F P  2 0 2 2

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N
www.USAIDMOMENTUM.org | Dr. Manoj Pal | Team Leader and Quality Manager | mpal@engenderhealth.org

Non-Scalpel Vasectomy 
An issue of EQUity: Equity, Quality and Utilization
Vasectomy availability, access, and use remain low
in all Indian states. Long-standing myths and
service quality issues continue to be barriers and
marked gender disparities in permanent method
(PM) uptake persists. Hence, a holistic
programmatic approach is required to address
such a complicated issue.

KEY TAKEAWAY Background
Vasectomy was introduced in India in 1954 and provided by the Ministry of Health. Since then: 

! Overall PM use in India is very high; 

! Despite high levels of awareness and being safer, easier, and less costly than tubectomy, 
vasectomy accounts for a very small % of contraceptive use (2016: Tubectomy accounts for  
67%  while vasectomy  accounts for just 1% of all contraceptive users); 

! Female sterilization to male sterilization ratio in India is 67:1; 

! Vasectomy prevalence declined by more than 90% in last 23 years [3.5% in 1993 (peak) to 
0.3% in 2016].
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