


• 62 global experts

• Terms of Reference presented & discussed
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grant to EngenderHealth to create the Maternal Health Task Force.
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[The maternal health world] lacks unified international
leadership.  We don’t have an identified leader.  We

need a leader or small group to lead...

LAUNCH MEETING
FEB 2009



MANDATE

• Research & Evidence

• Policy & Advocacy

• Programs & Evaluation

The MHTF coordinates, collaborates, catalyzes, and

communicates:



OBJECTIVES

1

2

3

4To provide an

inclusive,

collaborative,

and vibrant

space for

dialogue and

consensus

building on

maternal

health

agendas.

To guide

identification of

critical areas of

debate and

gaps in the

maternal health

field, and

establish

effective

mechanisms to

address them.

To stimulate

new thinking,

approaches,

and action to

improve

maternal

health.

To compile

and develop

instruments to

empower

constituents to

carry out

maternal

health

agendas.



Year One Nov 08-Nov 09

• MHTF launched

• Team recruited & hired

• Terms of Reference published

• Blogsite launched

• Advisory Group formed

• Fact Sheet produced & distributed

• External relations & constituency

building



• Conducting an e-forum on the maternal health

content of the DHS, compiled and submitted by

experts - the first MH community input in 5 years

• Analyzing new data demonstrating the impact of use

of family planning on the number of maternal deaths

• Mapping maternal health knowledge resources

throughout the world, from peer-reviewed to grey

literature

SUB AWARDS
RESEARCH & EVIDENCE



SUB AWARDS
RESEARCH & EVIDENCE

• Using “crowd sourcing” on a global scale to identify

barriers to implementing programs that are proven

to work

• Creating a system for updating global evidence-

based guidance on maternal health interventions



SUB AWARDS
POLICY & ADVOCACY

• Advocating in support of the Minimal Initial Services

Package for Reproductive Health that will reduce

maternal mortality resulting from natural disasters

• Convening a series of Maternal Health Technical

and Policy Dialogues in conjunction with UNFPA –

first topic will be transportation and referral



SUB AWARDS
PROGRAMS & EVALUATION

• Integrating essential maternal health commodities

into the Reproductive Health Supplies Coalition

• Creating The Young Champions for Maternal

Health…



• Partnership with Ashoka:

Innovators for the Public

• 16 young people selected using

Ashoka’s online Changemakers

competition platform

• Modeled on Ashoka’s social

entrepreneurial approach to

development

• Mentored by Ashoka Fellows

based in developing countries

• 9-month work-study programs:

2010-2011

• First-ever internship/fellowship

program exclusive to maternal

health

YOUNG
CHAMPIONS



KNOWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT

SYSTEM

A key goal is to increase knowledge-

sharing in the maternal health field.



KNOWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT

SYSTEM

NGO Staff/ Aid 

Worker 27%

Researchers/ 

Academicians 28%

Activists/MH Advocacy 

Groups 16%

Health System Administrators 1%

Public Health Professionals 15%

Journalists/Press 2%

Healthcare Providers 9%
Policymakers/Government Officials

3%

OUR 

AUDIENCE



What do you think existing health/ maternal health websites lack?

A Forum to

Express

Opinions/

Thoughts

Accurate

Information

User Friendly

Design
Timely

Information

Effective

Search

Engine

Nothing Other



KNOWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT

SYSTEM

• Our strategy is a “user-centered” approach

• Discover, Collaborate, and Discuss



KNOWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT

SYSTEM



KNOWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT

SYSTEM

DISCOVER

• amba

• interactive

maps

• E-learning

COLLABORATE

• partner channel

• interactive

event calendar

• projects

DISCUSS

• live chat

• wikis

• polling

• discussion

forum



KNOWLEDGE
MANAGEMENT

SYSTEM



• Website launch November 2009

• Young Champions competition goes

live in December 2009

• Call for proposals from developing

country partners

• First MHTF Annual Conference: India:

May 2010

WHAT’S NEXT



Please register at:

www.maternalhealthtaskforce.org


